MND Symposium 
ANS Satellite meeting

4 and 5 February 2010
 Queensland Brain Institute

DRAFT PROGRAM
Thursday 4th February

10:00am PUBLIC FORUM

12:45pm – 1:00pm


Opening address and welcome - Perry Bartlett, Director, Queensland Brain Institute
1:00pm – 3:00pm
 MOLECULAR AND CELLULAR BIOLOGY OF MND

Chair: Peter Noakes
Don Cleveland: Chair of Cellular and Molecular Medicine Professor of Medicine & Neuroscience at the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research, UCSD, USA. 
Title: Mechanisms and therapies in ALS: the neighbourhood matters.
45 minutes

James Vickers: Deputy Head of the School of Medicine, Deputy Director of the Menzies Research Institute, University of Tasmania, TAS

Title: The role of excitotoxicity and non-neuronal cells in the development of axon pathology in ALS.
25 minutes

Julie Atkin:  Howard Florey Institute, University of Melbourne, VIC 
Title: Endoplasmic reticulum stress and mechanisms of neurotoxicity in ALS
25 minutes

Mark Bellingham:  School of Biomedical Sciences, University of Queensland, QLD. 

Title: The role of sodium channels in determining motor neuron excitability, as a trigger for MND.
25 minutes
3:30pm - 5:00pm TREATMENT STRATEGIES FOR MND

Chair: Mark Bellingham
Matt Kiernan: Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute, NSW 

Title: Treatment options in MND. Title to be confirmed
25 minutes

Robert Rush: Centre for Neuroscience, Flinders University, SA

Title: New neuronal delivery system for the delivery of genes to motoneurons Title to be confirmed
25 minutes

Trent Woodruff: School of Biomedical Sciences, The University of Queensland, QLD
Title: Role of complement in the progression of MND/ALS – new therapies Title to be confirmed
25 minutes
7:00pm Speakers Dinner Customs House, Brisbane
Friday 5th February

9:00am – 10:45am  GENETICS OF MOTOR NEURON DISEASE (ALS)
Chair: Robyn Wallace

Guy Rouleau: Director, CHU Sainte-Justine Research Center, Canada
Title: Overview of MND genes Title to be confirmed
45 minutes

Roger Pamphlett: The Stacey Motor Neuron Disease Laboratory, The University of Sydney, NSW
Title: Is sporadic ALS a genetic disease? 
25 minutes

Marie Mangelsdorf: Queensland Brain Institute, The University of Queensland, QLD

Title: Identifying novel MND genes in the mouse 
25 minutes

11:15am – 12:30pm  GENES ASSOCIATED WITH FTD AND MND
Chair: Marie Mangelsdorf

Ian Blair: ANZAC Research Institute, NSW

Title: Mutations in RNA processing proteins FUS and TDP-43 associated with MND Title to be confirmed
25 minutes

Robyn Wallace: Queensland Brain Institute, The University of Queensland, QLD

Title: Identification of RNA targets of TDP-43

25 minutes

Peter Schofield: Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute, NSW

Title: Identification of a gene on chromosome 9 that causes Frontotemporal Lobar Degeneration – MND 
25 minutes

1:30pm – 3:30pm  CLINICAL MARKERS / MND DIAGNOSTICS
Chair: Charles Watson (tbc)
Dario Farina: Center for Sensory-Motor Interaction, Aalborg University, Denmark
Title: Analysis of motor units with EMG Title to be confirmed
45 minutes
Robert Henderson: Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, QLD

Title: Analysis of motor units with MUNE Title to be confirmed
25 minutes
Pamela McCombe: Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, QLD

Title: Diagnosis / Immune response Title to be confirmed
25 minutes
4:00pm – 5:00pm  NEUROMOTOR IMAGING AND ANATOMY
Chair: tbc
Charles Watson: Western Australian Biomedical Research Institute, WA
Title: Neuromotor Anatomy - Spinal cord from animal models to human Title to be confirmed
30 minutes
Gary Cowin: Centre for Magnetic Resonance, The University of Queensland, QLD
Title: Magnetic resonance imaging in a mouse model of MND Title to be confirmed
30 minutes
Closing remarks

Peter Noakes

5:00pm – 7:00pm  Posters, Cocktail Party
